Proper 19 – Year B

Closest to September 14
Proverbs 1:20-33 

Ps. 19 or Wisdom of Solomon 7:26—8:1*

or 
Isaiah 50:4-9a

Ps. 116:1-8
James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Collect:  Proper 19
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts;  through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  now and for ever.  Amen.
The Proverbs 
1: 20 - 33
Wisdom cries out in the street;

   in the squares she raises her voice. 

At the busiest corner she cries out;

   at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: 

‘How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?

How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing

   and fools hate knowledge? 

Give heed to my reproof;

I will pour out my thoughts to you;

   I will make my words known to you. 

Because I have called and you refused,

   have stretched out my hand and no one heeded, 

and because you have ignored all my counsel

   and would have none of my reproof, 

I also will laugh at your calamity;

   I will mock when panic strikes you, 

when panic strikes you like a storm,

   and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,

   when distress and anguish come upon you. 

Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer;

   they will seek me diligently, but will not find me. 

Because they hated knowledge

   and did not choose the fear of the Lord, 

would have none of my counsel,

   and despised all my reproof, 

therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way

   and be sated with their own devices. 

For waywardness kills the simple,

   and the complacency of fools destroys them; 

but those who listen to me will be secure

   and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.’


Psalm   
19
1  
The heavens declare the glory of God, *

 

and the firmament shows his handiwork.

2  
One day tells its tale to another, *

 

and one night imparts knowledge to another.

3  
Although they have no words or language, *

 

and their voices are not heard,

4  
Their sound has gone out into all lands, *

 

and their message to the ends of the world.

5  
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *

 

it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;

 

it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

6  
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens


and runs about to the end of it again; *

 

nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

7  
The law of the LORD is perfect


and revives the soul; *

 

the testimony of the LORD is sure



and gives wisdom to the innocent.

8  
The statutes of the LORD are just


and rejoice the heart; *

 

the commandment of the LORD is clear



and gives light to the eyes.

9  
The fear of the LORD is clean


and endures for ever; *

 

the judgments of the LORD are true



and righteous altogether.

10  
More to be desired are they than gold,


more than much fine gold, *

 

sweeter far than honey,



than honey in the comb.

11  
By them also is your servant enlightened, *

 

and in keeping them there is great reward.

12  
Who can tell how often he offends? *

 

cleanse me from my secret faults.

13  
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;


let them not get dominion over me; *

 

then shall I be whole and sound,

 

and innocent of a great offense.

14  
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my




heart be acceptable in your sight, *

 

O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.
Or

The Wisdom of Solomon 
7: 26 – 8: 1
7:26 
For wisdom is a reflection of eternal light,



a spotless mirror of the working of God,



and an image of his goodness. 

7:27 
Although she is but one, she can do all things,


and while remaining in herself, she renews all things;



in every generation she passes into holy souls



and makes them friends of God, and prophets; 

7:28 
for God loves nothing so much as the person 


who lives with wisdom. 

7:29 
She is more beautiful than the sun,



and excels every constellation of the stars.



Compared with the light she is found to be superior, 

7:30 
for it is succeeded by the night,



but against wisdom evil does not prevail.
8:1
She reaches mightily from one end of the earth to the other,



and she orders all things well.


OR

The Book of Isaiah 
50: 4 – 9a 
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

Psalm   
116: 1 - 8
1  
I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of




my supplication, *

 

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever




I called upon him.

2  
The cords of death entangled me;


the grip of the grave took hold of me; *

 

I came to grief and sorrow.

3  
Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: *

 

“O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”

4  
Gracious is the LORD and righteous; *

 

our God is full of compassion.

5  
The LORD watches over the innocent; *

 

I was brought very low, and he helped me.

6  
Turn again to your rest, O my soul. *

 

for the LORD has treated you well.

7  
For you have rescued my life from death, *

 

my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.

8  
I will walk in the presence of the LORD *

 

in the land of the living.
 
The Epistle of James 
3: 1 - 12
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 
The Gospel according to Mark
8: 27 - 38
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.  Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
聖 靈 降 臨 後 第 十 六 主 日 

祝  文  合 時 儀 文   第 十 九 式

上帝啊，我們若離開主，就不能蒙主的喜悅，求主施憐憫，凡事賜聖靈引導和治理我們的心；這都是靠著我們的主耶穌基督，聖子和聖父、聖靈，一同永生，一同掌權，惟一上帝，永無窮盡。 阿 們。

箴  言   1: 20 - 33
智慧在街市上呼喊，在寬闊處發聲，

在熱鬧街頭喊叫，在城門口、在城中發出言語，

說：“你們愚昧人喜愛愚昧，褻慢人喜歡褻慢，
愚頑人恨惡知識，要到幾時呢？

你們當因我的責備回轉，我要將我的靈澆灌你們，
將我的話指示你們。

我呼喚，你們不肯聽從；我伸手，無人理會。

反輕棄我一切的勸戒，不肯受我的責備。

你們遭災難，我就發笑；驚恐臨到你們，我必嗤笑。

驚恐臨到你們，好像狂風；災難來到，如同暴風，
急難痛苦臨到你們身上。

那時，你們必呼求我，我卻不答應；
懇切地尋找我，卻尋不見。

因為你們恨惡知識，不喜愛敬畏耶和華，

不聽我的勸戒，藐視我一切的責備，

所以必吃自結的果子，充滿自設的計謀。

愚昧人背道，必殺己身；愚頑人安逸，必害己命。

惟有聽從我的，必安然居住，
得享安靜，不怕災禍。”

詩   篇 

19
1
諸天述說上帝的榮耀；*



穹蒼傳揚他的手段。

2
這日到那日發出言語；*



這夜到那夜傳出知識。

3
無言無語，*



也無聲音可聽。

4
他的量帶通遍天下，*



它的言語傳到地極。

5
上帝在其間為太陽安設帳幕；*



太陽如同新郎出洞房，



又如勇士歡然奔路。

6
它從天這邊出來，繞到天那邊、*



沒有一物被隱藏不得它的熱氣。

7
耶和華的律法全備，能甦醒人心；*



耶和華的法度確定，能使愚人有智慧。

8
耶和華的訓詞正直，能快活人的心；*



耶和華的命令清潔，能明亮人的眼目。

9
耶和華的道理潔淨，存到永遠！*



耶和華的典章真實，全然公義。

10
都比金子可羨慕，且比極多的精金可羨慕；*



比蜜甘甜，且比蜂房下滴的蜜甘甜。

11
況且你的僕人因此受警戒，*



守著這些便有大賞。

12
誰能知道自己的錯失呢？*



願你赦免我隱而未現的過錯。

13
求你攔阻僕人不犯任意妄為的罪，


不容這罪轄制我，*



我便完全，免犯大罪。

14
願我口中的言語、心裡的意念在你面前蒙悅納。*



耶和華─我的磐石，我的救贖主啊。
或
所羅門智訓 
7:26 -- 8:1

7:26
智慧是永久的光明所發的光輝，


是回照上帝行為的無疵之鏡，


是上帝之善良的形影。
7:27
智慧雖是獨一的，卻能成功萬事。

她雖永存不變，卻能使萬物更新。


她世世代代進入聖潔的靈魂中，


使人成為上帝的朋友和先知。
7:28
上帝所愛的，


只有與智慧同住的人。
7:29
智慧比日頭尤美，


較眾星都高。


她與光比較，她在光之前。
7:30
雖然黑夜繼白日而到，


但邪惡終不能戰勝智慧。
8:1
智慧有大力，能從地極的這邊達到那邊


很從容的治理萬物。
或
以 賽 亞 書
50: 4 – 9a
主耶和華賜我受教者的舌頭，使我知道怎樣用言語扶助疲乏的人。主每早晨提醒，提醒我的耳朵，使我能聽，像受教者一樣。主耶和華開通我的耳朵，我並沒有違背，也沒有退後。人打我的背，我任他打；人拔我腮頰的鬍鬚，我由他拔；人辱我，吐我，我並不掩面。主耶和華必幫助我，所以我不抱愧。我硬著臉面好像堅石，我也知道我也不至蒙羞。稱我為義的與我相近，誰與我爭論，可以與我一同站立；誰與我作對，可以就近我來！主耶和華要幫助我，誰能定我有罪呢？
詩  篇 
116: 1 - 8
1
我愛耶和華，


因為他聽了我的聲音和我的懇求。*



他既向我側耳，



一生要求告他。

2
死亡的繩索纏繞我；


陰間的痛苦抓住我；*



我遭遇患難愁苦。

3
那時，我便求告耶和華的名，說：*



耶和華啊，求你救我的靈魂！

4
耶和華有恩惠，有公義；*



我們的上帝以憐憫為懷。

5
耶和華保護愚人；*



我落到卑微的地步，他救了我。

6
我的心哪！你要仍歸安樂，*



因為耶和華用厚恩待你。

7
主啊，你救我的命免了死亡，*



救我的眼免了流淚，救我的腳免了跌倒。

8
我要在耶和華面前*



行活人之路。

雅 各 書   3: 1 - 12
我的弟兄們，不要多人作師傅，因為曉得我們要受更重的判斷。原來我們在許多事上都有過失；若有人在話語上沒有過失，他就是完全人，也能勒住自己的全身。我們若把嚼環放在馬嘴裡，叫牠順服，就能調動牠的全身。看哪，船隻雖然甚大，又被大風催逼，只用小小的舵，就隨著掌舵的意思轉動。這樣，舌頭在百體裡也是最小的，卻能說大話。看哪，最小的火能點著最大的樹林；舌頭就是火，在我們百體中，舌頭是個罪惡的世界，能污穢全身，也能把生命的輪子點起來，並且是從地獄裡點著的。各類的走獸、飛禽、昆蟲、水族，本來都可以制伏，也已經被人制伏了；惟獨舌頭沒有人能制伏，是不止息的惡物，滿了害死人的毒氣。我們用舌頭頌讚那為主、為父的，又用舌頭咒詛那照著上帝形像被造的人。頌讚和咒詛從一個口裡出來，我的弟兄們，這是不應當的。泉源從一個眼裡能發出甜苦兩樣的水嗎？我的弟兄們，無花果樹能生橄欖嗎？葡萄樹能結無花果嗎？鹹水裡也不能發出甜水來。

馬 可 福 音   8: 27 - 38
耶穌和門徒出去，往凱撒利亞腓立比的村莊去。在路上問門徒說：“ 人說我是誰？”他們說：“有人說是施洗的約翰，有人說是以利亞，又有人說是先知裡的一位。”又問他們說：“你們說我是誰？”彼得回答說：“你是基督。”耶穌就禁戒他們，不要告訴人。從此，他教訓他們說：“人子必須受許多的苦，被長老、祭司長和文士棄絕，並且被殺，過三天復活。”耶穌明明地說這話，彼得就拉著他勸他。耶穌轉過來，看著門徒，就責備彼得說：“撒但，退我後邊去吧！因為你不體貼上帝的意思，只體貼人的意思。”於是叫眾人和門徒來，對他們說：“若有人要跟從我，就當捨己，背起他的十字架來跟從我。因為，凡要救自己生命的，必喪掉生命；凡為我和福音喪掉生命的，必救了生命。人就是賺得全世界，賠上自己的生命，有甚麼益處呢？人還能拿甚麼換生命呢？ 凡在這淫亂罪惡的世代，把我和我的道當作可恥的，人子在他父的榮耀裡，同聖天使降臨的時候，也要把那人當作可恥的。”
